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LONDON: 


Printe fir EpwWARD Symon, over again/t the Royal Exchange in 
M. DCC. XXXVIII. 


WL 


B A RN ARD Mayor. 


Tueſday the 30m Day of May, 1738. and 
in the Eleventh Year of the Reign of 
King GEORGE the Sccond, of Great 


Britain, &c. 


1 is ordered, That the Thanks of this Court 
be given to the Reverend Mr. Brady, for 
his Sermon preached before this Court, and the 
Liveries of the ſeveral Companies of this City, 
at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Veſter- 
day, being the Anniverſary Day of Thankſ- 
giving ſor the Reſtoration of the Royal Family 


and Government; and that he be deſired to 
print the ſame. 
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To the Right Honourable 


Sir JOHN BARNARD, 
LoRD Marox of the City of London. 


3 LORD, 


N/ BEG Leave that this Diſcourſe, 
| [2 preached by by Your Order, may ſbel- 
4 5 ter i. fel under Y our Protection; 

| Jie = as your Lordſhip has thought proper 
10 command it from that Obſcurity, to > which its 
Author could gladly have confined it ; but that 
T muſt not preſume to diſpute Obedience to your 
Lordſhip, from whom, in the Courſe of nigh 
twenty Years, I have received ſo many parti- 
cular Favours. 

Be pleaſed therefore to accept, with your 
uſual Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion, this open Ac- 
knowledgment of them; and permit me to teſtify 
ny Regard and Veneration for thoſe great and 
illuſtrious Virtues which have jo juſtly rendered 
You the Delight and Admiration of that Honour- 
able City, over which You now worthily preſide; 
which glories in ſuch a Magiſtrate, and ſuch a 


Repreſentative 2 Parliament: And indeed, of 


all that enjoy the Pleaſure and Happineſs of 


your Acquaintance. 


H&9 


Iv DEDICATION. 


So long as Pitty, IxTEOGRITY, WisDow, 
REsOLUTION, and ArFABILITY, are laudabl: 
Yualifications ; your Lordſhip, ſo univerſally 
confeſſed to excel in theſe, and other diſtinguiſb- 
ing Endowments, ſhall be mentioned and remem- 
bred with Honour. 

But I will not attempt to expatiate upon your 
Lordſhip's Character, for fear of injuring it 
by a weak Deſcription ; though, was my Pen 
equal to my Heart, I ſhould venture even to 
offend You in this only Circumſtance, who can- 
not, I know, without Pain, receive thoſe 
Praiſes, you are ſo zealous to deſerve. 

T ſhall no longer detain your Lordſhip from 
that Care of the Publick Good, which You /o 
indefatigably, /o prudently, and /o ſucceſsfully 
purſue ; than while J intreat You will add to 
your other Indulgencies, the believing me to be, 


with the utmoſt Sincerity and Reſpet?, 


My Loxvp, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged, 


and moſt obedient Servant, 


NICOLAS BRADY. 


PSALM cxvin. 23, 24. 


This is the Lord's doing, it is marvellous in 
our Eyes. 


This is the Day which the Lord hath made: 
. e will rejoice and be glad in it. | 


HE received, and moſt probable Opi- 
nion as to the Author and Occaſion of 
this Pſalm, is, that it was compoſed 
by David, after his being eſtabliſhed 
in the Government of J/ael as well 

Cree as of Judah; when the Lord hath 
| delivered bim out of the Hands of all his 
Enemies, and he had with great Solemnity brought the 
Ark to Jeruſalem. 

It ſeems to have been pronounced at a general Pro- 
ceſſion of the whole Nation to the Houſe of God; and 
King, Prieſts and People, bear each their reſpective 
Parts, in gratefully adoring the divine Majeſty for his 
wonderful Goodneſs, in the Reſtoration of the publick 
Tranquility; the Wounds of civil Diſcord being cloſed 
up, by the Union of all the Tribes into one Kingdom, 
and the Exaltation of David to be their Sovereign, who 
had formerly been their victorious Champion and De- 


fender. 5 Art] 
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And tho' chrough the unjuſt and implacable Hatred 
of Saul, who envied his ſuperior Merit, for ſome Years 
a perſecuted Fugitive; yet after various Troubles, and 
the unſucceſsful Attempts of many malicious and pow- 


erful Oppoſers, returned ſafely to his Country, and at 
length ſettled on the Throne in Peace and Honour. The 


ſame Stone which the Builders had refuſed, being with 


univerſal Acclamations acknowledged to be the Head 
S'one of the Corner, | 

The Church has therefore wiſely appointed this 
Pſalm to grace our Devotions on the preſent great An- 
niverſary, in regard of its Reſemblance in ſeveral Cir- 
cumitances; as the Words I have from thence choſen 
to employ our Meditations, may with the utmoſt Pro- 
priety be extended to the Deliverance we are now 
aſſembled to commemorate. 

A Deliverance of ſuch a Magnitude; a Change ſo 
happy and my ay eminent in ſuch viſible Effects 
of the divine Care, Protection, and Indulgence to this 
Nation; that we mult be very ſtupid and inſenſible, or 
very ungrateful and impious, not to trace the Chara- 
cters of an Almighty Hand, not to celebrate it with our 
moſt joyful and devout Acknowledgments, 

Tho' few, if any amongſt us, were Witneſſes of the 
ſurprizing Scene, or could be immediate Sharers in the 
Triumphs of this Day; yet ſince we all enjoy its con- 
ſequential Advantages, and feel its pleaſing Efficacy at 
this remote Diſtance; we ought to be, as I doubt not 
we are, affected with Contemplations on ſo ſingular a 
Mercy; and have entred into theſe Gates of Righteouſ- 
neſs, with a religious Zeal and Thankfulneſs, to ſecure 
the Continuance of it, 

For if the preſent auſpicious Influences of a regal Ad- 
miniſtration, and the peaceable Enjoyment of our di- 
ſtinguiſhed Liberty; if the valuable Preſer vation _ 

thnat 
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that excellent Conſtitution, which is the Envy of neigh- 
bouring Kingdoms, and the peculiar Glory of our own: 
If the bleſſed Opportunities of approaching thele As- 
ſemblies of the Faithful, and offering unto God a rea- 
ſonable Service, reſcued from the Wildneſs and Igno- 
rance of Enthuſiaſm : If theſe be Matters of religious 
Triumph ; if ſuch precious Accommodations are pro- 
per Motives to exerciſe the Voice of Foy and Thankſgi- 
ving: They were the bright Attendants of this glorious 
Day! A Day moſt remarkably favoured by the Smiles of 
Heaven, wherein may be evidently diſcovered the mi- 
raculous Interpoſitions of Omnipotence. 

When this Kingdom was re-eſtabliſhed upon its for- 
mer excellent Bottom, and began to ſhine again in its 
antient venerable Glory, When the Reſtoration of an 
injured Monarch was accompanied with the Recovery 
of our baniſhed Privileges. When that ſevere Denun- 
ciation of viſiting the Sins of the Fathers upon the Chil- 
dren, was moſt wonderfully reverſed, and the Virtues 
of the Parent, were rewarded to the Son. 

To aſcribe ſo ſignal a Deliverance to the ſhallow 
Depth of human Policy, would be to derogate from the 
Honour of an Almighty Agent; it was God that brought 
about this ſurpriſing Revolution, that bowed the Heart 
of the Men of our Judah, even as the Heart of ene Man; 
and inclined them to ſend this Word unto their King, 
Return thou, and all thy Servants, This was the Lord's 
doing, and it 1s marvellous in our Eyes: This is the Day 
which the Lord bath made; ſurely we will rejoice and be 
glad in it. | | 

In my following Diſcourſe I ſhall inſiſt upon theſe 
Particulars. NEFA 


I. I ſhall obſerve that the divine Providence is ſome- 


times exerted in ſo ſingular and conſpicuous a 
B 2 | Man- 
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Manner, as to be acknowledged the Lord's doing, 

and appear marvellous in our Eyes. 5 

II. I ſhall conſider the great Deliverance we now ſo- 
lemnize, as an Inſtance of a wonderful and ſpecial 
Providence, which has diſtinguiſhed His to be a 

Day which the Lord hath made. And, 

III. 1 ſhall apply the Inference of the P/almift, that 
we ought to rejoice and be glad in it; and examine 
in what Inſtances our Joy ſhould be exerciſed on 
this great Occaſion, 


I. Then I ſhall obſerve, that the divine Providence 
is ſometimes exerted in ſo ſingular and conſpicuous a 
Manner, as to be acknowledged the Lord's doing, and 
appear marvellous in our Eyes. 

Indeed the whole Voice of Nature proclaims the Su- 
perintendency as well as Exiſtence of a ſupreme Being : 


The inanimate, the vegetable, and ſenſitive Parts of the 
Creation open to our View a beautiful. and extenſive 
Scene of Providence, in the wiſe Order, Suitableneſs, 


and Diſpoſition of them all to their reſpective Ends and 
Uſes ; and in their harmonious Conſpiracy to promote 
the Benefit, and maintain the Decorum of the Univerſe. 
The Heavens declare the Glory of God : The Firmament 
fſheweth his handy Work : As now the Beaſts. and they 
ſhall teach thee ; and the Fouls of the Air, and they ſhall 
tell thee; or ſpeak to the Earth, and it ſball teach thee ; 
and the Fiſhes of the Sea ſhall declare unto thee, who 
knoweth not in all theſe, that the Hand of the Lord 


hath wrought this, And the Lord's Hand is not ſbortned 


that it cannot ſave, neither bis Ear heavy that it cannot 


bear. The ſame infinite Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Pow- 


er, which at firſt ſpake Things into Being, are till 
concerned in the Upholding and Direction of them. 
What was not too mean to be created, cannot be too 

mean 
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mean to be governed. The Signatures of a divine In- 
ſpection are legible in the minuteſt Inſtances; the Cre» 
ation is a / og Field, wherein we may loſe our 
| ſelves and Atheiſm together. Where- ever we launch 
forth our Thoughts, we muſt acknowledge his 75 the 
Lord's doing; and the longer our Speculations are buſi- 
ed, the more marvellous is it in our Eyes. 

But if the Influences of a divine Care be thus notori- 
ouſly extended to Beings of the meaneſt Endowments 
and loweſt Quality; the rational Part of the World, 
Man, for whoſe ſake inferior Things were produced, 
may be truly conſidered as the darling Object, the pe- 
culiar Charge of Providence; and be preſumed to have 
a more than ordinary Intereſt in the Guardianſhip and 
Superintendency of his Creator. 

How are the divine Attributes every Moment con- 
cerned in his Preſervation and Protection, in his Main- 
tenance and Support; in bringing about various Events, 
and ſeemingly caſual Contingencies, either for the Re- 
ward of his Virtue, or the Puniſhment of his Sin. 
Whether in Correction or in Mercy, by favourable or 
ſevere Diſpenſations, God, tho' inviſible, declares his 
Preſence upon Earth, ſpeaks to us by the Voice of a 
general Providence; and tho' @ brutiſh Man doth not 
well confider this, neither doth a Fool underſtand it; yet 
whoſo is wiſe will ponder theſe Things; prudent, and he 
Dall know them: That altho' the Thoughts of God are 
very deep, yet bis Works are glorious; and that he 
* wonderful in his Doings towards the Children of 
Men. 

But there are particular Inſtances, wherein Omnipo- 
tence diſtinguiſhes it ſelf in a moſt extraordinary and 
aſtoniſhing Manner, when God does as it were make 
bare bis Arm, when the right Hand of the Lord bringeth 


_ waghty. Things to paſs; by wonderful and unlooked for. 
J Events 
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Events declares, that he hath the Pre-eminence, and vi- 


fübly interpoſes with a ſpecial Providence, 


It has been judiciouſly remarked by ſome curious 
Obſervers of the more illuſtrious Diſpenſations of the 
Deity, that our Neceſſity is his Opportunity; and when 
Man is involved in ſuch Difficulties, as cannot be ſu- 
perſeded by a limited Power, then Infinity ſteps into 
his Succour, and diſplays the Strength of an Almighty 
Arm. We are too apt to preſume upon the Depth of 
our Schemes, and boaſt of our Policy; to remove fo 
vain a Confidence, the divine Mzjeſty intercepts our 
Deſigns, and expoſes our Weaknefs by a ſurprizing 
Diſappointment. He can ſtifle our Undertakings up- 
on the very Brink of Maturity, and humble us at the 
moſt promiſing Height of Expectation, But bleſſed be 
the divine Goodneſs, the Smiles of Providence are no 
teſs eminent than its Frowns ; and he that caſteth gown 
the Proud in the Imagination of their Hearts, delights 
in exalting the Meek : He that magnifies his Venge- 
ance, in the Deſtruction of his Enemies, hath Pleaſur: 
in the Proſperity of his Servants: He can interpoſe, 
when our Condition ſeems deſperate, and reſcue us at 
once from the moſt dangerous Extremities. He can 
diſperſe the Gloomineſs of Adverfity, as eaſily as a Scene 
is ſhifred in the Theatre, and diſtinguiſh his Godhead 
by an amazing Deliverance, 

When glorious Effects are produced from inconſi— 
derable Beginnings; when performed by no viſible 


Means, or by ſuch as are diſproportionate, unſuitable, 


er even repugnant to them: When, as at the firll 
Formation of the Univerſe, Light arifes from Dark- 


neſs, and Order out of Confuſion: When ſuch Ends as 


Men have long unſucceſsfully laboured for, are won- 
derfully brought about in an Inſtant by the moſt ealy 
Methods: When Machinatiops contrived in the moſt 

| ; ſecret 
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ſecret Obſcurity, and with the moſt artful Caution, are, 
by improbable Steps, and unaccountable Contingencies, 
: diſcloſed and defeated : When wicked Men are ruin- 


ed by their own Deſigns, and involved in the Miſchief 
they had ſtudiouſly prepared for others: When the 


Seaſonableneſs and Suddenneſs of Events correſpond to- 


gether : When a righteous Cauſe, without human Sup- 

ort, prevails againſt the utmoſt Oppoſition of Vio- 
Aka or Art; and honeſt Simplicity triumphs over the 
cunning Stratagems of Guile and worldly Wiſdom : In 
grand and beneficial Occurrences that concern the Pub- 
lick; in the Revolutions of Kingdoms, and Alcerations 
of Government; in the Protection of the ſacred Per- 
ſons of Princes; in the Support of pure and undefiled 
Religion; in the miraculous Deliverances of a Church, 
profeſſing God's holy and eternal Truth; in the Reco- 
very of a well conſtituted State, from the Miſeries of 
Anarchy, Oppreſhon and Devaſtation. When God 
makes the Wrath of Man to praiſe him: When the Re- 
mainder of Wrath he does ſurprizingly reſtrain, preſcri- 
bing its Bounds, hitherto ſhalt thou come, but no fur- 
ther. With the ſame powerful Voice which Hills the 
raging of the Sea, and the Noiſe of its Waves, ſuppreſ- 


ling what 1s more than all, the Madneſs of the People, : 


By theſe and many more illuſtrious Teſtimonies, 
with which ſacred and profane Hiſtory abounds, and 
our own happy Experience and Obſervation muſt have 
confirmed to us; is diſplayed ſuch an extraordinary and 


_ conſpicuous Providence, tho' who can fully expreſs the 


noble Acts of the Lord, or ſhew forth all his Praiſe? That 
I doubt not you are before hand wich me in applying 


the religious Acknowledgment of the P/almiſt, theſe 
gre tbe Lord's doings, they are marvellous in our Eyes. 
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TT proceed, in the ſecond Place, to conſider the great 
'Deliverance we now folemnize, as an Inſtance of a 
wonderful and ſpecial Providence ; which has diſtin- 
guiſhed this to be a Day which the Lord hath made. 
If our Thoughts are employed upon the fatal Train 
of Miſeries this Nation had languiſhed under, the de- 
* {perate Extremity to which it was reduced; or the va- 
| rious and eminent Advantages recovered and ſecured by 


1 the Deliverance of this Day, with the Means by which 
bh this prodigious, and after ſo many ineffectual Struggles, 
lj tcarce hoped for Event, was accompliſhed : It is ſuch 


| a miraculous Inſtance of a favourable Providence, is 
[ {ignalized by ſuch exprefs Characters of the divine Pow- 
er and Goodneſs, as no Hiſtory can furniſh us with a 
Parallel, no Age boaſt an equal Triumph. 
ll Our Kingdom had long groaned under tyrannical 
Oppreſſion: Had felt the ſevereſt Effects of an unna- 
tural inteſtine War and Confuſion, The execrable 
Wo Murder of one of the moſt religious and gracious Prin- 
i ces that ever adorned a Throne, was ſucceeded by the 
I! Diſperſion of the Royal Family into foreign Countries ; 
if and all Orders and Degrees of Men ſhared in the ma- 
|| lignant Influences of that dire Cataſtrophe. 
| The ancient Nobility were levelled with their Val- 
| ſals, and the Peerage invaded by a Race of Upſtarts; 
1 the civil Rights of the Subject, and the Authority of 
Parliaments, were inſulted and trampled on by an Uſur- 
| per, who exerciſed more arbitrary Power than any of 
our Monarchs, under the ſpecious and plauſible Title 
| of Protector; and after his Death, what diſmal Con- 
| vulſions did this Nation labour under! How many 
Changes of Government did it experience in the ſhort 
Compaſs of leſs than two Years! What various Sets ol 
Pretenders ſtarted up! What different Schemes were if 
4 vented: 
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7 vented | But what inſupportable Burdens were they all 
What terrible Convictions of the miſerable Conſequen- 


ces of a Deviation from the old Paths; of the Excel- 
lence of that antient Settlement, of which it was ſadly 
verified, there was none like it; and that the Subver- 
ſion of ſo well tempered a Monarchy, was the Sub- 
'verſion likewiſe of thoſe valuable Birthrights of an Eu- 
gliſhman, Liberty and Property. | 
Our Church ſo juſtly famous for its primitive Purity, 
and which has ever ſtood or fallen with the State, lay 
almoſt buried in the Ruins of its great Patron and 
'Defender, a ſhining Ornament to 1t in his Lite, a glo- 
rious Martyr for it at his Death: Monſtrous Errors, a 
blind Zeal, a furious Enthuſiaſm, conſpired to lay its 
Honour and Diſcipline in the Duſt ; whilſt different 
Secs of Schiſmaticks contended for the Superiority to 
domineer it over her, and over one another, Thus 
Religion was made a Tool to Intereſt and Faction; 
Hypocriſy juſtled out real Piety, and the Form of 
Godlineſs had ſwallowed up the Power of it. The 
Houſes of God were turned into Stables, or by a 
greater Profanation into Garriſons of Rebels, and the 
eſtabliſhed Miniſters were perſecuted and turned out, 
to make Room for Prieſis of more ſuitable Principles, 
out of the loweſt of the People. 
A Scene, this too diſmal to enlarge upon at preſent 

a Proſpect too melancholy for this ſolemn Day of rejoi- 
cing; and which I could gladly have paſſed by in fi- 
Jence, but that it ſerves to manifeſt the Greatneſs of 
our Deliverance, and prevent an ungratetul Forget- 
fulneſs of it. 
But when the Lord turned the Captivity of our Sion, 
Zhen were we like unto them that dream; ſo wonderful, 
Jo ſudden an Alteration, ſo ardently wiſhed for, yet fo 
little expected, might ſeem rather a Deluſion of Fan- 
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cy, than a ſubſtantial Truth. A Blefling ſo marvel. 
lous in the Eyes of the Beholders, as was enough to 
make them diſtruſt their very Senſes; arid when ſoon 
happily convinced, their Joy was as real as it was aſto. 
nithing, well might their Mouth be filled with Laugh. 
ter, and their Tongue with Singing. 

The Reſtoration of an injured Sovereign was accom. 
panied with the Recovery of every Thing dear and va— 
Liable, when our Religion, Government, and Law: 
returned from Exile with him, and this with the ge— 
neral Conſent of his relenting People; with the no- 
bleſt Victory, a Victory over their Hearts and Affecti. 
ons: Without War, without the Effuſion of Ploocd, 
thoſe excepted, who had offended beyond Forgiveneſs 
by being the Murderers of his Royal Father. 

In this mott delightful Seaſon of the Year, when 
Heaven and Earth ſeemed to {mile upon ſo auſpiciou; 
an Appearance, and all Nature was cloathed in it: 
moſt ornamental and beautiful Dreſs, did the glori- 
ous Monarch make his triumphant Entry, amidſt uni 
verſal Shouts and Tranſports; and united himſelf t© 
his Subjects with all imaginable Gentleneſs and Affe. 
ction, deſcending /ike the Rain upon the mown Gra); 
as Showers that water the Earth, A Bleſſing thi 
which centered not in himſelf, but extended its diffi 
five Influence over the Nation; which, ite the Oint. 
ment upon the Head of Aaron, retreſhed the inferior 
Members, and went down to the very Skirts of li 
Cloathing. By this moſt eminent Deliverance our moi 
holy Religion, the Way which thoſe our Enemies 
called Superſtition, but wherein we 1 Spirit and i 
Truth worſhip the God of our Fathers, was confirmc! 
and ſettled in its primitive Splendour; advanced to i. 
former Supports and Encouragements ; and that . 
ſant Portion which had been made a deſolate Wilderns 
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began to flouriſh again as the Garden of the Lord, Our 
Church was re-eſtabliſhed in its venerable Decency and 
Authority; our Temples, which had been polluted 
with the vileſt Abominations, were happily reitored to 
their antient Comelineſs, and re-conſecrated to God's 
Service in the Beauty of Holineſs. The Laws which 
had been wreſted to grievous Impoſitions, and abuſed 
to ſerve the vileſt Ends, were again converted to their 
original Inſtitution, for the Puniſhment of evil Doers, 
and for the Praiſe of them that do well, And the two 
edged Sword of Juſtice which had cut but one Way, 
and was blunt to ſuch as chiefly deſerved to feel its 
Edge, was only drawn againſt ſuch incorrigible Offen= 
ders, as made it neceſlacy to ſnew, that it was not born 
n vain, That noble Conſtitution, which ſupports our 
State, thoſe equal and juſt Privileges which are the 
Glory of free Enz/i/h Subjects, were all reſtored to 
their true Balance and Perfection; and our excellent 
Frame of Goverament, which had been ſo long un- 
hinged, was fixed again upon that admirable Tempe- 
rature and Baſis, Which is our Honour and our Secu- 
rity, The Prerogative of the Prince, and the Liber- 
ties of the Subject joined Hands, and lovingly &:fed 
each other, The Intereſts of Church and State were 
no longer divided, but both proceeded amicably in the 
fame track, and mutually ſupported each others Ad- 
vantage, Indeed all the Blefiings we at preſent ex- 
perience in relation to both, are owing to the Mercy 
we commemorate this Day. A Mercy worthy to be 
acknowledged the Lord's doing, and ſtill marvellous in 
our Eyes, A Mercy effected ncither by human Force 
wr Widom; a Mercy, in the conferring of which 
Providence would not. admit any Rival. Little elſe 
did the People contribute towards their own Happi- 
neſs, beſides the united Longings and Prayers of the 

C 2 Pious 


16 A SERMON preached May 29, 

Pious and Loyal amongſt them. Vain had proved the 
many Efforts of ſuch to reſcue their native Country; 
their Spirits were in a manner exhauſted ; their Hopes 
ſunk by numerous Defeats; but when at the loweſt 
Ebb, when juſt ready to fall into utter Confuſion, then 
did the Glory of the Lord appear; then did infinite 
Wiſdom reconcile and adjuſt the molt jarring Intereſts: 
Then did infinite Power, in whoſe Hands are the Hearts 
of Men as the Rivers of Waters, manifeſt that be could 
turn them which way ſoever he pleaſed: Then did infi- 
nite Goodneſs interpote, mollified the ſtubborn Affecti- 
ons of the People, converted their former Diſobedi- 
ence into Tenders of Loyalcy; charmed Rebellion into 
Duty, Rage into Love; reſtored the Nation to their 
Senſes, their Sovereign to his long ufurped Rights, 
and made the Meeting on both Sides joyful, even to 
Extaſy. 

Thus a Work, which had been the unſucceſsful 
Attempts of ſeveral Years, ſtifled by powerful and in- 
veterate Oppoſition, and to human Appearance more 

deſperate than ever, was by a miraculous Train of 
tit Providences brought about in a very few Months, and 
| on this Day gloriouſly compleated, to the equal 

Amazement and Benefit of our before ſo much afflict- 

ed, our then ſo eminently retrieved and exulting Coun- 
it try. Not therefore unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
| unto thy Name be the Glory, for thy loving Mercy, and 
for thy Truths ſake. This is the Day which the Lord 
fl hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in it, 


And this leads me, in the Zhird Place, to apply the 
„ Inference of the Pſalmiſt, and obſerve in what Tnſtan- 
il ces our Joy ſhould be exerciſed on this great Oc- 
caſion. 


The 
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The Deliverance of this Day does abundantly claim 


all poſſible Demonſtrations of a rational and religious 
Joy. Our Feet do well to fland now in thy Temples, 


O Jeruſalem; It becomes our Tribes to go up, even the 


Tribes of the Lord, to tejtify unto Iſrael, to give Thanks 
unto the Name of the Lord. This was a Bleſſing of the 


firſt Magnicude, ſuch as ought to kindle in our Hearts 


the moſt ardent Flames of a devout and rapturous 


- Gratitude; a Gratitude that may be lively and perma- 
nent, and out-Jlaſt, and out-ſhine our Feaſtings, our 


Bonfires, and Illuminations. Not that theſe outward 
Tokens of Thankfulneſs for publick and extraordina- 
ry Mercies are blameable, provided they exceed not 


the Limits of Temperance and Regularity ; for Riot- 


ing and Exceſs would be to expoſe our Sin and our 
Shame; would be aftronting the divine Favours, whillt 


ve pretended to acknowledge them. 


But there are ſome proper Teſtimonies of Gladneſs 
which are no more to be confined to a fingle Day, than - 
the Benefits imparted are of ſuch narrow Influence, 
The glorious Effects of the Bleſſing we now celebrate 
have been tranſmitted down to ſucceeding Generations, 
The Promiſe is accompliſhed to us and to our Children: 
According to this Time it may be ſaid of Jacob and of 


' Iſrael, What hath God wrought? As long as Monarchy 


and Epiſcopacy, our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment in 
Church and State ſubſiſt, and may they be commen- 


ſurate with Time ic felf; our grateful Reſentments 
: ſhould be extended anſwerably, and ſuicably influence 
the whole Courſe of our Lives. And they ſhould be 


4 
x. 
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> manifeſted in the following Inſtances, as a Means to 
; expreſs our Senſe of ſuch invaluable Privileges, and to 


ſecure the laſting Enjoyment of them. 
Firſt, By Piety towards God, the Author of this 


and of every good and perfect Gift. It may be truly 
; aſſerted, 
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aſſerted, that the crying Sins of this Land were the!“ 
fatal Cauſes of thoſe Miſeries which preceded the De-!“ 
liverance of this Day; and we muſt acknowledge with | | 
confuſion of Face, that our Returns for this, and the 
many national Bleſſings we have fince experienced, 
have been ſadly diſproportionate. The divine Provi. | 
dence has diftinguiſhed it ſelf in ſevere and molt graci- 
ous Interpoſitions, with a View to our Amendment in 
each; has attempted to bring down our ſtubborn Hearts 
by terrible Judgments, to melt them by repeated ama- 
Zing Inſtances of Goodneſs; by the one to drive, by 
the other 7o lead us to Repentance, And tho' we have 
hitherto made no anſwerable Improvements, let u; 
no longer combate againſt the Workings of Omnipo- 
tence; thoſe merciful ones eſpecially which now c 
mand our joyful Acknowledgments ; thoſe Bleſſings 5! 
God's right Hand, with which this Kingdom has bcen, 
and is ſtill ſo eminently favoured : Let theſe produce : 
us an holy Obedience to the divine Majeſty : And !:: 
| us at leaſt be conquered by ſo agreeable a Violence 
Let us all in our reſpective Stations, the Great by thei: 
Wl Power and Authority, every one by their Examples, la- 
1" bour to give a Check to that Degeneracy and Corrupti- 
on, both of Principles and Practices, which ſo ſhamc- 
fully prevail amongſt us. Let us repel thoſe Overflou- 
} ings of Ungealineſs, which tho' too flagrant to be con- 
„ cealed, I will not fully the Triumphs of this Day with 
| a melancholy Recital of; but only beg you, You elpe- 
0 cially who are Magiſtrates; You, whoſe Influence and 
* Juriſdiction are of a wide and extenſive Nature, to 
i unite in the Defence of the Chriſtian Cauſe; to bez: 
Sin out of its moſt A rong Holds; to go on to proted 


Religion by your Encouragement, and adorn it by you: 
Actions. 


— — ——_ 
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Loyalty and Obedience to our Sovereign. 
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As it has pleaſed the Almighty, by moſt wonderful 


Diſpenſations, to ſignalize us for his peculiar People, 
let us now conſpire to deſerve that Character, by be- 


ing zealous of good Works: Let us deny all Ungodline/s 


and worldly Luſis; let us live ſoberly, righteoufly, and 
. | © godly, in this preſent world. Since our 7 
/lored as at the firſt, and our Counſellers as at the begin- 
ning; let us become, as in Conſequence we ought, 
The City of Righteouſneſs, the faithful City, Behold 
' thou art made whole, i 
come unto thee, For, who knoweth the Power of God's 


udges are re- 


fin no more, left a worſe Thing 


Anger? May we ceaſe to provoke the dite Effects of 
it; May we demean our ſelves henceforth as a People 


| Ay the Lord; and be qualified for freth Aſſuran- 
ces, that as bis Mayeſty is, ſo is his Mercy. 


Secondly, We muſt expreſs our joyful Gratitude by 
It was a 
Defect of Allegiance that occaſioned our miſerable 
Confuſions: It was a Return to the Duty of Subjects, 
which releaſed us from them, And without deſcend- 


ing to other Arguments, the Oppreſſions which Anar- 
: chy introduced; and the valuable Fruits of a regal Go- 


vernment this Nation has long enjoyed, and, blefled 


be God, does now enjoy; may teach us to know, to 


prize, to diſtinguiſh by all poſhible Inſtances, our 


: grateful Senſe of the Things which ſo firiftly belong to 
; our Peace, 


We have a Prince upon the Throne who is the Bul- 


= wark of our Civil Rights, as well as the Defender of 
our Faith; and endeared to us by being a Branch of 
that Royal Line, which this happy Day reſtored. A 
Prince! who never has, and we may promiſe our ſclves 
never will, encroach upon the Liberties of his People. 
A Prince! as tender of the Immunities of his Subjects 
as of his own Prerogative ; who makes the Laws of the 


Land 
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Land the Rule of his Government; whoſe Defire it is, 
that we may continue a ſafe and happy People; that 
Violence may not be heard within our Land, Waſting 
nor Deflrufion within our Borders; but that our Walls 
may be ſalvation, and our Gates praiſe, Seeing then 
Wwe enjoy great Quietneſs, and that many worthy Deed; 
are done unto this Nation by his Majeſty's Providence, 
We ought to accept it always, and in all Places with 
all Thankfulneſs. We ought fervently to offer up our 
united Prayers for all the Bleſſings of Heaven and 
Earth upon him, both in his perſonal and political Ca- 
pacity; to pay him that Reverence and Duty which 


becomes his auguſt Character; to diſcountenance all 
factious and ſeditious Practices; to diſcharge a 


ful and willing Obedience to his Authority; an Obe— 
dience eſtabliſned upon the firm Principles of Grati— 
tude, Intereſt and Conſcience; chearfully to ſupport 
the Exigencies of his Government, and to contribute 
our beſt Endeavours to advance his Eaſe, Dignity, and 
Proſperity; that ſo we may ſecure the Continuance of 
Monarchy, with which the Welfare of this Church 
and State is immediately interwoven, and avoid re— 
lapſing into thoſe calamitous Times, or experiencing 
thoſe Diſorders, which are terrible in the very Relati- 
on, when there was no King in our Iſrael, but every 
Man did that which was right in bis own Eyes. 

Thirdly, Our joyful Acknowledgments muſt be evi— 
denced by a reſolute Adherence to our excellent Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State. We may truly affirm 
in relation to both, What Nation hath Statutes and 
Fudgments fo righteous as this People? We have the 
Happineſs to be Members of the pureſt Church of any 
upon the Face of the Earth: A Church reformed with 


the matureſt Deliberation from the deteſtable Corrup- 


tions and Superſtitions of Popery; miraculouſly reſcu- 
ed 


— — 
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ed from various Attempts to entangle us again in that Yoke 
of Bondage; and from the Miſeries with which it was pre/- 

ed out of Meaſure, by the reſtleſs Fury, and arbitrary In- 
ſults, of equally inveterate and dangerous Enemies : a 
Church, whoſe Doctrines are agreeable to the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, and the primitive Times of Chriſtianity; a Church, 
that abuſes neither our Senſes nor our Reaſon ; that 
does not enjoin us to cloſe with Abſurdities; that lays 
no heavy Burdens upon our Conſciences ; whoſe Cere- 
monies are few and uſeful ; that requires nothing but 
what is convenient and graceful ; neceſſary for the Pre- 
ſervation of Decency and Order, A Church moſt ad- 
Imirably calculated to produce ſubſtantial Piety and 
FGoodneſs; the Terror as well as Envy of Rome; the 
moſt glorious Ornament, and ſtrongeſt Support of the 
Proteſtant Religion and Cauſe. A Church, that has 
diſtinguiſhed it ſelf from all other Perſuaſions by a 
Charity the largeſt and moit comprehenſive of any; 
that labours to perſuade, but is an Enemy to Perſecu- 
tion; that acts the Friend and the Counſeller, but ne- 
ver the Deſtroyer or the Tyrant. A Church, that 
from a juſt Senſe of its Conformity to apoſtolical Prin- 
ciples and Practiſe, and in univerſal Compaſſion to the 
Souls of Men, wiſhes all were not only almoſt, but al- 
together ſuch as ſhe is; pities the Erroneous, laments 
for the Obſtinate; In Meekneſs inſtructs thoſe that oppoſe 
themſelves ; and prays, that God would give them Re- 
entance to the Acknowledgment of the Truth. A Church, 

„ eminent for its Subjection 70 the higher Powers, that 
he bas made no Encroachments upon the Rights of Prin- 
ces; that renders unto Ceſar the Things which are 
h Næſar's; that has moſt remarkably ſympathized with 
the Fate of Monarchy, and has never preferred any 
Thing before its Loyalty and its King, but its Religion 
d Dad its God. © 
D As 
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As for our Conftitution in the State; it is the wiſe 
and happieſt of any; it is compoſed of ſuch excellent 
Laws, as jointly contribute to the Honour of the Head i 
and the Benefit of the Members of ics political Body 
It is a Conſtitution ſo admirably modelled, as to pre. 
ſerve a due Balance between the Power of the Princ: 
Il and the Liberties of the People; which inveſts in the 
* Sovereign all the Authority a good King would delire, 
and ſecures io the Subject all the Privileges a loyal 
People can wiſh to enjoy. And as in the Reformatior 
1 of our Church, the Tares have been gathered up, and 
Ul yet the Wheat preſerved ; ſo in the Regulation of our 
| f State, the Oar is refined, but not deſtroyed ; and ou 
"nh Conſtitution, like the induſtrious Chymiſt, has extra: 
| ed the beſt from all Governments, and left the Dro: 
behind. How goodly are thy Tents, O Jacob! And t 
Tabernacles, O Iſrael! 
Let vs then manifeſt our Joy fulneſs for ſuch pecuſ 
liar Advantages, by being faithful to the Intereſts o 
our Church and State; by a vigorous, but honeſt Ze 
for the Privileges of them both; by a ſincere and cor: 
ſtant Obedience to their reſpective Rules and Injundt 
ons; that the Conſtitution in each, with which ou 
Safety is ſo cloſely united, may continue proſperou 
and flouriſhing ; that there may be no more Hurtin 
nor Deſtroying in God's holy Mountain; and that ou 
Civil Government may be a perpetual Excellency, 
Foy of many Generations. | 
Fourthly, Our Joy and Gladneſs muſt be manifeſte. 
by eur cultivating Unity and brotherly Love. Our 
Saviour has informed us, that every Kingdom dui: 
againſt it ſelf is brought to Deſolation; and ours has beg 
taught by woful Experience, that where Envying, af 
its natural Conſequence, Strife is, there is Confuji! 


and every evil Work, But bau good, and how pleaſing 
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is it, for Brethren to dwell together in Unity. It is 
beneficial as the Dew upon the Hills, which waters, 
refreſhes, and crowns them with Plenty; it is de- 
lightful as the moſt precious Ointment, whoſe rich 
Odour gratifies the Senſes, and chears and feaſts them 
with its agreeable Fragrancy; and its genial Influence 
is of a diffuſive Nature; it is not confined to the prin- 
cipal Parts, but communicates its Advantages to the 


| inferior Members of Society ; and all Ranks and Con- 
| ditions enjoy the comfortable Fruits of it: It likewiſe 
| engages the divine Favour, and is ſure to be rewarded 
with a durable Happineſs; For there the Lerd command- 


p | ed the Bleſſing, even Life for evermore. 
tract 


Droſ Love and to good Works. 


Let us then con/ider one another, to provoke, but unto 
Let us for the future avoid all 
{ſuch Diſt inct ions, as tend to divide, to weaken, and to 


» expoſe us; let all petty Intereſts, all private Piques and 
vec 
[ts g publick Good. And although an Uniformity in Judg- 
Zei ment be not in all Caſes neceſſary, and in ſome where 


cor 
nc 


Prejudices, be ſacrificed to the grand Security of the 


it is greatly to be wiſhed, is ſcarce to be hoped for; yer 
let ſuch Difference be without Diſturbance or Diſcord; 


and let us at leaſt join in an Union of Hearts and 
rol” Affections, in an Union of Endeavours within the 


rt 


proper Limits of our reſpective Stations for the com- 
mon Peace and Proſperity. And let our only Emula— 
tion be this laudable one, who ſhall be moſt zealous in 
Devotion towards God, in dutiful Submiſſion and Al- 
legiance to his Majeſty, in a conſcientious Conformity 


to our Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Eſtabliſhment, and in 
l friendly Offices of Love and Kindneſs to one another. 


And now to finiſh this Diſcourſe, as indeed it is 


more than Time I ſhould ; but my Heart having been 


41 
% inditing of ſo good a Matter, I hope to be excuſed the 


4/0 


Treſpaſs on your Patience, If then our grateful Ac- 
knowledgments 


7% * 
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knowledgments on the preſent great Occaſion be at. 
tended with a proper laſting Influence upon our Lives 
and Converſations; if our Gladneſs on this Day which 
the Lord hath made, be accompanied with the Joy of a 
good Conſcience; if it excites us to give all Diligence t1 
walk worthy of the Mercies we have received, and 
F the Vocation wherewith we are called; then may we 
entertain a comfortable Hope, that God will continue 
to us, and our Poſterity, thoſe invaluable Bleflings 
which he retrieved for us this Day: that he will de- 
fend our gracious Sovereign, and grant him a long, 
flouriſhing, and glorious Reign; that he will protect 
his illuſtrious Progeny, the Pledges and Entails of 
Happineſs on theſe Kingdoms; that he will preſerve 
our Conſtitution inviolable in Church and State, and 
make this Nation 4 Praiſe in the Earth, and its People 
delighted with the Abundance of its Glory. 

Even ſo /ave us now, O Lord! O Lord, I beſcec 
thee ſend us now Proſperity. And bleſſed be the Lord, 
Ged of Iſrael, who only doth wondrous Things, Praij: 
the Lord, O Jeruſalem. Praiſe thy God, O Sion. 
Praiſe him for his mighty Acts; praiſe him according 
fo his excellent Greatneſs. Who remember'd us in our 
ow Eſtate, and redeemed us from thoſe Enemies that 
5 oppreſſed us, and had us in Subjection. Who delivered 
1 us from jo great a Death, and doth deliver, in whom ve 
| truſt that be will yet deliver us; for his Mercy endureti 
It for ever, 457 MN 
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